May 3, 1945,

kr., W. J. Crozer \ \BRARY
member of the Board el '

of Supervisors

District Nos 2 | !\k h“ﬁ?“ﬂ GE“E“M.
301 Yest Second Street A‘ ﬁ 1
Winslow, Arizona , ’ .
Dear Sir;: |

This 1s 1in answer to your letter of April 23, 1945, which
asks for an opinion on thz question of exemptions from taxation for
widows. Your letter states that a widow, wnoss husband died on the
26th day of Yanuary, this yeer, has made clalm for an exemption,

%8 think your question is answered by Section 2, Article 9,
of ths Constitution, wnich provides in part: .

"There shall be further exempt from taxation the

property of wldows % % % not excssding the
“amount of (2,000,000 vhere thoe total assessment
of such widow ¥ * % does not exceed :5,000,00,"

This section of the Constitution srants an exemptlion to a widow
within the amount specified in the Constitution, and it will be noted

that the Constlitution does not fix a date upon which the exemption
begins, .

Section 73-304, Arizona Code of 1939, provides:

"Any assessor may, in his discretion, require
additional proof of the facts stated by such
affiant before allowing the exemption claimed.
Fallure upon the part of any person entitled
to such exemptlon to make affidavit or furnish
evidence as reoqulired by this act, between the
first Monday 1n January and the tirst bonday
in July of each year shall be deemed and treated
as a walver of such exemptlon by such person.”

Thils section of the Statute 1s one follovwlng a requiremsnt
that affldavits, as prescrlibed by the Tax Commisslon, should be filed
with the County Assessor when exemptlon is claimed,

In view of the provisions of the Constltution and the Statute
above quoted, it is our oplnlon a wildow may clalm her exemption from
taxation 1f she 1s qualified as to assesscd valuation as provided
in the Constitutlon for such exsmptlon, although her husband might
have been living in January of the taxable year. In other words,
while the lien attaches on January l, to secure the payment of taxes
the law permits a widow to clalm the exvmption up to the first ilonday
in July of the taxable year, and the clalm of exemption removes the lien.

o ' Yours truly,
John L. Sulllvan: _
. Earl Anderson _ | Attorney General 45-61 :
Asslatant Attorney General . . &Fs



